19th MEETING OF THE WBIF STEERING COMMITTEE
06 December 2018, Luxembourg
Policy & Strategy Session
Welcoming remarks and introduction
Mr. Dario Scannapieco Vice President, EIB welcomed participants to the 19th WBIF SC meeting, by
emphasizing EIB’s strong commitment to the EU accession process in the WBs (see speech attached).
The present situation in the WBs, today, has improved, some of the post-financial crisis achievements
include encouraging growth figures (estimated at 3.5% for 2018), decrease of unemployment (down
from 29% in 2015 to 16.7% in 2017) and a decreasing ratio of non-performing-loans. Challenges ahead
include the investment gap in infrastructure sectors, these are partly addressed by the connectivity
agenda and by the WBIF co-financing schemes. WBIF has been a success story, up until today, over €
842 million in grants were allocated in the WBs, leading to estimated investments of € 16.6 billion.
Through WBIF, the beneficiaries’ significant TA and investment funding needs will continue to be
addressed. Other initiatives and financial institutions providing grant funding, guarantee schemes and
Technical Assistance are the Economic Resilience Initiative under the EIB, the EIF and JASPERS.
The WBIF SC Co-chair Mrs. Katarína Mathernová, Deputy Director General DG NEAR, welcomed
participants and reviewed WBIF highlights of the past year, including the adoption of Digital
Infrastructure as an additional WBIF sector and the first digital project already being prepared for
Albania, 11 TA grants were approved at the 18th WBIF SC meeting in June in Paris and another 11 TA
and 11 INV grants are tabled for approval at this SC meeting; all in all, grants worth around €230 million
will have been allocated in 2018. Challenges in the WBs are manifold and not only beneficiaries have
to meet these, but also WBIF. An upgraded “WBIF 2.0” is under development and will see a
reinforcement of the WBIF umbrella with a close integration of other initiatives on the one side and
streamlining of governance and procedures on the other. Concrete measures will be discussed ahead
of- and tabled for adoption at the next WBIF SC meeting in June 2019.
The logo for WBIF’s 10 years anniversary was shown.

The WBIF SC Co-chair Mr. Sylvain Geranton, Ministry of Economy and Finance, France affirmed
participants of Frances full commitment to the WBs’ accession process, through WBIF and also
bilaterally. France is particularly pleased to see Agence Française de Développement (AFD) becoming
a new WBIF member.

Economic Outlook in the Region
The WBG (Mrs. Linda Van Gelder) presented the growth rate for the WB economies, averaging 3.5%
cross board in 2018 with the same expected for 2019. Whilst the growth rates as such are by large
positive, it is nevertheless mainly “consumption” based growth. And, projecting the 3.5% growth
forward, the WB economies would need 6 decades to reach EU convergence; while, with a 5% growth,
EU convergence could be reached in 2 decades. Faster convergence can be achieved by rebalancing
of the economies, by addressing interconnected structural challenges and opportunities, in particular
those related to productivity, resilience and human capital inclusion. Productivity levels have been
stagnant since the financial crisis, implementation of regulatory reforms will boost productivity.
Examples are: out of 100 people in the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, only 18 are employed
in the private sector. There are also significant gender disparities, ethnic minorities and youth are
overly affected by unemployment. Overall, men lose 25 and women around 30 years of productive
employment during their lifetime. The WBG’s strategic priorities in the WBs are EU accession support,
the quality of institutions, inclusion of gender, youth, minorities and remote populations.
Challenges for the WBs and strategic response
Reinforcing the WBIF umbrella
DG NEAR (Mrs. Katarína Mathernová) presented the concept of the “reinforced WBIF umbrella” and
the preparations for “WBIF 2.0”. On a strategic level, policy will drive investments, policy reform
aspects will be more prominently integrated, in particular regarding the Economic Reform Process
(ERP), Regional Economic Area (REA) and connectivity reform measures. On the governance, all
project proposals will be submitted via “one standard application form”, screening and assessment
should be streamlined and managed by a reinforced and central WBIF Secretariat. Concretely and
based on the outcomes of the WBIF self-assessment, a working group will be established early in 2019
with representation of all WBIF stakeholders, further discussing and advancing the WBIF 2.0 reform,
including the strengthening of the strategic integration of other instruments under the WBIF umbrella.
Recommendations will be submitted to the 20th WBIF SC meeting in June 2019 for adoption.
Economic Reform Programmes – the new approach
DG NEAR (Mrs. Katarína Mathernová) informed participants that DG NEAR is expecting the fourth
Economic Reform Programmes (ERP) from all beneficiary countries in January 2019. In general, the
implementation of structural reforms is delayed, key obstacles to competitiveness are often not
addressed. DG NEAR is in the process of identifying 3-4 key structural challenges enhancing
productivity and raise competitiveness with each beneficiary. There are regional similarities, these
include (a) a large informal sector, (b) low quality of education and a resulting skills gap and (c) need
for major reforms in the energy sector. The result of this assessment exercise is expected to be
relevant for the project support selection process within WBIF.
Progress on Regional Economic Area
The Regional Cooperation Council (Mrs. Majlinda Bregu) presented the RCC as focal point for regional
cooperation in SEE and progress on the Regional Economic Area (REA) and the MAP REA key
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achievements and milestones ahead for 4 main pillars, namely (i) trade, (ii) mobility, (iii) investments
and (iv) digital integration were shown. 2019 will be a delivery year, an ambitious reform agenda is
planned, stock will be taken up until and at the next WB6 summit in Poznan, Poland, in July 2019. This
includes the adoption of Action Plan 6 and advanced negotiations of AP 7; start implementation of the
Individual Prepared Action Plans, conclusions of an agreement concerning mutual recognition of
professional and academic qualifications and the finalisation of another agreement on the extension
of roaming to the WB6 end users.
EU Branding of Joint Interventions
DG NEAR (Mrs. Katarína Mathernová) presented the new EU branding “EU-4-U / EU for YOU” concept,
which was successfully introduced in Georgia. This concept is now being rolled out across the WBs and
first results are promising. In Skopje, where the EU started the “EU-4-U” campaign, the percentage of
EU recognition went up from 27% to 50%. Similar thematic “EU-4-U” campaigns are being planned
and rolled out in Serbia, Montenegro and Kosovo*. The WBIF partners are encouraged to link into
these existing campaigns and to further contribute to these EU communication and visibility activities
implemented at national levels; through the local EUDs, individual success stories can be incorporated
into these campaigns and thus creating win-win situations for all concerned. The latest WBIF
communication and visibility guidelines might need a further update to this end.
Western Balkans Guarantee Instrument
DG NEAR (Mr. Colin Wolfe) updated participants about the latest developments pertaining to the
Guarantee Instrument. The first milestones have been completed; these were the required market
assessment of investment needs, followed by a private sector dialogue and a round of consultations
with the IFIs and WBIF stakeholders. A number of priority areas have been identified, including early
stage SMEs, innovation and digitalization in SMEs, trade stimulation in the region and with the EU
(investment enabling exports), agriculture and food processing industry in the context of rural
development, municipal investments in the ENV, SOC or urban infrastructure, including small scale
PPPs and finally, the scaling up of green investments. Immediate next steps include the technical
design of the instrument and further consultation with WBIF stakeholders. Beneficiary countries and
EUDs will be asked to nominate “guarantee focal points”. Eligibility criteria and a project selection
process will be defined by February 2019, with a view to launch the 2 staged selection procedure
shortly thereafter; contract signatures with the IFIs are planned for 2020.
Discussion
CEB (Mr. Stephan Sellen) requested the SOC and ENV sectors to be included in WBIF 2.0 pari-passu
with the ENE & TRA sectors; and stated that the region is confronted by a heavy loss of young and
qualified workforce and an aging population. Women cannot be mobilised for the workforce, because,
for example, the absence of kinder gardens and/or care homes for the elderly. Norway (Mr. Olav
Reinertsen) requested the Bilateral Donors be more frequently updated on the activities and progress
made by the RCC. EBRD (Mrs. Charlotte Ruhe) recommended that the Guarantee Instrument should
*

This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSCR 1244/1999 and the ICJ
Opinion on the Kosovo declaration of independence.
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focus on market failures and less where the market works reasonably well (like trade). EIB (Mr. Matteo
Rivellini) expressed satisfaction with the progress made under MAP REA and recommended
streamlining of the architecture of and procedures under WBIF. Further EIB (Mr. Massimo Cingolani)
referred to the WBIF self-assessment and recommended that an inclusive working group is established
to draft recommendations; a common view on the future of WBIF should be found, improving
competitiveness based on economic and social cohesion. Finally EIB (Mr. Miguel Morgado)
recommended that the Guarantee Instrument should avoid overlaps with existing instruments and
should aim to improve productivity; further, the procurement processes in the WBs should be aligned.
DG NEAR (Mrs. Katarína Mathernová and Mr. Colin Wolfe) confirmed the importance of the social and
environment aspects and recommended strategic discussion to be conducted to this end, until the
next WBIF SC meeting. Social policies however, are at least equally important than hard investments.
The Guarantee Instrument will be complimentary to existing instruments and will address market
failures.
EIB Group Outlook on the Western Balkans and the WBIF
EIB (Mr. Luca Lazzarolli) presented EIB’s long term engagement and commitment to the WBs. EIB
signed the first loan around 40 years ago, with – then – Yugoslavia; following the break-up of
Yugoslavia, Croatia and Slovenia have since joined the EU; EIB is strongly committed to support the
other 6 WB economies in their efforts to accede the EU. Around 10 years ago, WBIF was established,
as a blending platform and has been quite successful. WBIF is unique, because beneficiaries actually
apply, via the GAF, directly to the source, the donors; the WBIF pipeline is “bottom up”, supplied and
nourished with projects by the beneficiaries. Looking forward, WBIF should concentrate on fostering
new investments, focus on connectivity, on long term financing needs, prepare for climate change
and foster cooperation with local governments to enhance human resources. EIB sees WBIF not as
an isolated instrument and shares the view that visibility should be increased. Governance and
procedures should be streamlined, the WBIF umbrella should be reinforced and new “soft” sectors
are an added bonus. EIB also supports the new guarantee instrument and additional engagement
with the private sector (see full speech attached).
Bilateral Donors Session
“wiiw” study: “Investment in the WBs: New Directions & Financial Constraints”
Austria (Mrs. Elisabeth Gruber) and Norway (Mr. Olav Reinertsen) presented the main findings of
the jointly commissioned study by the Vienna Institute for International Economic Studies. The study
is split into 4 parts: (i) it looks into the state of the infrastructure investments, (ii) infrastructure
needs, (iii) the indebtedness of the WB economies (iv) policy recommendations and moreover sheds
some light on to the Chinese Belt and Road Initiative (mainly in Serbia). The policy recommendations
are split into short and long term recommendations. The (in the report so-called) short-run ones
include a reconsideration of the public infrastructure investment mix and to prioritise alternative
sectors, such as water, sanitation, health and social activities under IPA III. The Austrian “Asfinag”
model is suggested for capital intensive investment projects and limited use of PPP for airport
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projects. In the long-run, a regional “Big Push” WB Regional Infrastructure Fund is recommended,
together with joining of the Euro area. Finally, the report recommends “[…] support for infrastructure
investment could be used as a reward for solving long-standing political stalemates in the Western
Balkans”.
Germany (Mrs. Sabrina Brabetz) expressed thanks to Norway and Austria for this interesting study.
EIB (Mr. Matteo Rivellini) appreciated the “out of the box” recommendations of the study. DG MOVE
(Mr. Alain Baron) cautioned that Chinese financed investments (Belt and Road Initiative) are not
traditional investments since these are only works and do not cover maintenance. The study will be
further discussed at the next PFG meeting.
Co-chairmanship 2019
The outgoing WBIF SC Co-chair France (Mr. Sylvain Geranton) announced that Germany will be
representing the BD community as new WBIF SC Co-chair in 2019. Germany (Mrs. Sabrina Brabetz)
confirmed that Germany will assume the role of WBIF SC Co-chair in 2019 and looks particularly
forward to the development of WBIF 2.0, while retaining the unique character of WBIF and keeping it
transparent and manageable. The 20th WBIF SC meeting will be hosted by the German Ministry of
Finance, in Berlin on 25 and 26 June 2019.
Pledging
The WBIF SC Co-Chair France (Mr. Sylvain Geranton) gave the floor to the BDs to announce their
pledges. The pledges of the BD community in 2018 and for 2019 are as below:
Country

Currency

Pledge

Austria

EUR

1 million

Germany*

EUR

1 million

Norway

NOK

30 million

Sweden

SEK

30 million

France

EUR

1.1 million

Luxembourg

EUR

0.5 million

Total (approx.)**

EUR 9.6 million

* Germany pledged another € 512,000 following the 19th WBIF SC, increasing their total pledge to € 1,512,000.
** subject to exchange rates for NOK and SEK into EUR.
IFI Session
Approval of AFD as participating organisation
DG NEAR (Mr. Colin Wolfe) put the notion to the members of the WBIF SC to approve Agence
Française de Développement (AFD) as a new Participating Organisation in WBIF. The WBIF Rules of
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Procedure will be updated by Written Procedure. KfW (Mr. Christoph Tiskens) welcomed AFD as a
new Participating Organisation in WBIF.
The 19th WBIF SC meeting unanimously approved and welcomed Agence Française de
Développement as a new Participating Organisation in WBIF.
Next steps for the World Bank Group to become a partner organisation
DG NEAR (Mr. Colin Wolfe) reported on the progress made with the WBG on becoming full member
of the WBIF. The WBG is already a participating organisation in the WBIF since 2011. The WBG had
presented its rationale for full membership to the WBIF in a background paper distributed to the SC
members.
The WBG (Ms Linda Van Gelder and Mr. Simon Ellis) reconfirmed the WBG’s interest in becoming a full
WBIF member and pointed out the WBG’s added value to the WBIF of which the WBG is
already an associated member since 2011: the WBG’s diagnostic capacity, linking investments to
strategies, social and environmental sector support (also with a view to the high costs in meeting the
ENV acquis), role of the private sector, leveraging WBG’s resources and leveraging WBIF grants.
Further details had been distributed in a background document to all WBIF SC members before the
meeting. It was concluded that the WBG will come back with further details on how to meet the
membership contribution requirement in writing. The WBIF Secretariat and the Commission will
analyse this information. In case of a positive assessment, the WBIF Secretariat will put forward a
proposal and an explanatory note to the WBIF SC with the aim to approve the World Bank Group as a
partner organisation through written procedure.

Project Oriented Session
WBIF Updates
WBIF Monitoring Report
The WBIF Secretariat (Mrs. Stine Andresen) presented the final Monitoring report with the
following highlights:
 Projects supported:
162
 Signed loans:
€ 5.4 billion
 Total estimated loans:
€ 10.4 billion
 Estimated Investments:
€ 16.6 billion
 Rounds of TA Grants:
19
 Rounds for INV Grants:
3
 Number of Grants:
271
 Grants value:
€ 842 million
 Cancellations:
€ 22.9 million (total 24 grants)
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Result indicators of completed and ongoing projects include:
Result Indicator
Completed
Roads constructed
800 km
Railway lines rehabilitated
Transmission lines installed/upgraded
Gas pipelines constructed
Power generation renewables
36.8 MW
Population access to drinking water
890,000 people
Population with improved sanitation
615,000 people
EU compliant landfills constructed
Population protected from floods
Healthcare facilities refurbished
24
Education facilities rehabilitated
82
Inhabitants in social housing accommodation
Prisons/inmates
3/1,314

Ongoing (estimates)
710 km
1,050 km
972 km
958 km
181 MW
3.3 million people
2 million people
5
3.3 million people
3
175
2.9 million people
4/2,896

Potential grants for cancellation:
The WBIF Secretariat (Mrs. Stine Andresen), upon the recommendations of the 26th PFG, presented
the following grants for cancellation:
(1) WB17-ALB-TRA-02 Adriatic - Ionian Corridor, Construction of Lezha Bypass: Feasibility Study
and ESIA”. Reason: PPP procurement and tender award issued (€ 351,750);
(2) WB15-MKD-SOC-01 Modernisation of Skopje and Shtip hospitals, grant € 1.4 M cancelled
(CEB confirmed) but, no “active” refund, funds were never called from CEB;
(3) WB15-SRB-SOC-02 High Education Infrastructure. Reason: No progress reported (€880,000).
EIB (Mr. Giorgio Watschinger) confirmed progress on WB15-SRB-SOC-02, the GAF will be updated with
new details and ToR can be prepared.
The 19th WBIF SC took note of the recommendation of the 26th PFG and of EIB’s confirmation of
progress. The two grants WB17-ALB-TRA-02 and WB15-MKD-SOC-01 are forthwith cancelled.
Delays in project implementation
The WBIF Secretariat (Mrs. Stine Andresen) reported on the outcome of IFI consultation on the
reasons for delays in the implementation of INV projects. As main reasons were identified:
 Procurement delays (4 projects, all concerned IFIs);
 Maturity:
o Pre-conditions not fulfilled;
o Design not sufficient;
o Deliveries of poor quality;
 Client capacity insufficient;
 Political issues:
o Change of priorities;
o Elections.
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EBRD (Mrs. Charlotte Ruhe) confirmed that the summary of these reasons are, by large, correct. KfW
(Mrs. Helke Waelde) recommended to regularly review the reasons for delays with a view of
identifying systemic issues, which would allow for targeted action.
Status update EWBJF
EBRD (Mrs. Caroline Clarkson) presented the state of play of the EWBJF. The contributions to the
EWBJF total at € 553.4 million, resulting in net contributions of € 542.1 million. At present the EWBJF
shows a technical negative balance, due to the processing of the EU financing decision No. 4. The
available balance for the BD community is approximately € 13.4 million†.
WBIF Projects Approval Session (TA Round 20)
The PFG Co-chairs DG NEAR (Mr. Wolfgang Schläger) and EIB (Mr. Massimo Cingolani) reminded
participants of the applicable eligibility criteria for TA Round 20: “TRA projects must have a clear
regional dimension or unblock an existing project and must relate to the Core Network; only Core
airports, Core inland and maritime ports are eligible, as defined by the Indicative Extension of the TENT networks to the Western Balkans. DII, ENE, ENV and SOC projects are not restricted and new project
applications are invited; ENE projects must demonstrate a regional impact, with the exception of smart
grids in transmission and distribution lines as well as smart meters.”
All together 22 applications were received in TA Round 20 for a total Grant amount of € 48.5 million.
Of these 11 GAFs were positively screened, assessed and updated to comply with main screening
conclusions, and the overall (reduced) grant amount of around € 16.5 million were recommended by
the 26th PFG to the 19th WBIF SC for approval.
The beneficiaries presented their grant requests en-bloc and the IFIs confirmed the grant applications
listed below.
# Grant
code

Title

1 WB20-

Rhine-Danube Corridor,
Belgrade Port: Prefeasibility Study,
Conceptual Design
Mediterranean Corridor,
Serbia – Croatia CX Rail
Interconnection, Belgrade
– Šid –Border Between the
Two States Section:

SRBTRA-02
2 WB20-

SRBTRA-03

Sector

Country Lead
IFI

TRA

SRB

EIB

Grant
Grant
Total grant Source
amount
amount
amount
of
submitted revised (€) (incl. IFI fee) funds
(€)
(€)
1,350,000 800,000
804,000
IPF

TRA

SRB

EIB

5,200,000 3,000,000

3,015,000

IPF

†

The additional German pledge is not included in this figure. The exact Joint Fund balance will be presented
once EBRD publishes the audited Joint Fund statement.
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# Grant
code

Title

Sector

Country Lead
IFI

Grant
Grant
Total grant Source
amount
amount
amount
of
submitted revised (€) (incl. IFI fee) funds
(€)
(€)

Feasibility Study,
Preliminary Design, ESIA
4 WB20-

MNESOC-01

3 WB20-

MNETRA-02

5 WB20-

KOSENV-01
6 WB20-

MKDENE-01
8 WB20-

BIHSOC-01

7 WB20-

BIHTRA-02

9 WB20-

ALBENE-01
10 WB20-

ALBENE-04

Montenegro, Mojkovac
Prison: Feasibility Study
Review, Preliminary
Design, EIA, Detailed
Design, Tender Dossier
Mediterranean Corridor,
Montenegro – Albania R2
Rail Interconnection,
Podgorica – Border
Between the Two States
Section: Conceptual
Design, Feasibility Study,
ESIA, PIU Support
Kosovo, Mitrovica and
Gjilan Wastewater
Treatment Plants: Tender
Dossier, PIU Support
The former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia,
Cebren Hydropower Plant:
Feasibility Study, ESIA
Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Banja Luka Medical
Faculty, Centre for
Education & Research,
Faculty of Healthcare and
Secondary Medical School:
Feasibility Study, EIA,
Preliminary Design,
Detailed Design for
Infrastructure and Utility
Networks, Auxiliary
Facilities
Mediterranean Corridor,
Bosnia and Herzegovina –
Croatia CVc Road
Interconnection, Exit Prenj
Tunnel – Mostar North
Subsection: Detailed
Design
Albania, Dumrea
Underground Natural Gas
Storage: Feasibility Study,
ESIA
Albania, Fier – Vlora Gas
Transmission Pipeline:

SOC

MNE

CEB

1,200,000 1,200,000

1,206,000

IPF

TRA

MNE

KfW

1,800,000 1,300,000

1,306,500

IPF

ENV

KOS

EBRD 1,100,000

832,000

JF

ENE

MKD

EBRD 1,000,000 1,000,000

1,005,000

IPF

SOC

BIH

331,650

IPF

TRA

BIH

EBRD 3,893,500 3,893,500

3,912,968

IPF

ENE

ALB

EBRD

1,000,000

1,005,000

IPF

ENE

ALB

EBRD 1,500,000 1,100,000

1,105,500

IPF

EIB

605,000

800,000

800,000

330,000
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# Grant
code

Title

Sector

Country Lead
IFI

Grant
Grant
Total grant Source
amount
amount
amount
of
submitted revised (€) (incl. IFI fee) funds
(€)
(€)

Detailed Design, Tender
Dossier
11 WB20-

ALBENV-02

Albania, Flood Protection
Infrastructure on ErzenIshem, Shkumbin, Seman
and Vjosa Rivers:
Feasibility Study, ESIA

ENV

ALB

EIB

2,000,000 2,000,000

2,010,000

IPF

Total 20,448,500 16,423,500 16,533,618

Regarding WB20-ALB-ENV-02 Flood Protection: this grant is approved on the condition that all data
and information necessary for the continuation and completion of the PRONEWS projects are made
available before the end of March 2019.
For WB20-MNE-SOC-01 Mojkovac Prison a condition for approval was communicated during the
screening: the authorities need to update the relevant strategic documents to reflect the change of
location and revised budget. The NIPAC in Montenegro confirmed that this work is ongoing.
10 grants will be allocated to the IPF instrument, for a total of € 15.7 million and one grant to the Joint
Fund for € 0.8 million.
Norway (Mr. Olav Reinertsen) enquired on the status of the IPF evaluation. The WBIF Secretariat (Mrs.
Stine Andresen) clarified that the first draft of the IPF evaluation has been submitted and is currently
being reviewed in DG NEAR. The final report is expected to be ready by end of January 2019.
The 19th WBIF SC took note of the EWBJF available balance of approximately € 13.4 million of Bilateral
Donor contributions and a suspended overall availability of € 23-24 million under the IPF instrument
(before approvals of Round 20).
The WBIF Steering Committee took note of the 26th PFG recommendations regarding the grant
applications and approved the above mentioned 11 Round 20 TA grant requests, for an overall grant
allocation of € 16,533,618, with grant “WB20-ALB-ENV-02” conditionally approved, subject to the
provision of data and information regarding the PRONEWS projects until end of March 2019. The
respective Grand Award Notifications will be sent out in the coming weeks.

WBIF Projects Approval Session (INV Round 3)
The PFG Co-chairs DG NEAR (Mr. Wolfgang Schläger) and EIB (Mr. Massimo Cingolani) presented,
together with the beneficiaries and the relevant IFIs, the INV Round 03 GAFs en-bloc for approval.
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# Grant code

1 WB-IG03-SRB-TRA-01

Sector Country Title

TRA

SRB

Orient/East-Med
Corridor: Serbia –
Kosovo R7 Road
Interconnection, Niš
(Merošina) – Pločnik
(Beloljin) Section

IFI

Grant
Investment Conclusion
amount (€) Leveraged
(€)

EIB; 41,461,200 235,000,000

Positive

EBRD

2 WB-IG03-MNE-ENV-01 ENV

MNE Montenegro, Boka Bay KfW
Water Supply and
Wastewater Collection

4,684,373

20,628,042

Positive

3 WB-IG03-MNE-ENV-02 ENV

MNE Montenegro, Bijelo
Polje Wastewater
Treatment Plant

3,053,320

6,770,650

Positive

4 WB-IG03-MNE-TRA-01 TRA

MNE Mediterranean
KfW 42,095,000 188,335,000
Corridor: Montenegro
– Croatia – Albania R1
Road Interconnection,
Budva Bypass

Positive

5 WB-IG03-MNE-TRA-02 TRA

MNE Orient/East-Med
KfW 16,266,000 40,000,000
Corridor: Montenegro
- Serbia R4 Rail
Interconnection, Bar –
Vrbnica Section

Positive

6 WB-IG03-MKD-TRA-02 TRA

MKD Orient/East-Med
EBRD 2,520,400
Corridor: The former
Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia – Bulgaria
CVIII Road
Interconnection, Kriva
Palanka – Deve Bair
Section

12,720,000

Positive

7 WB-IG03-MKD-TRA-03 TRA

MKD Orient/East-Med
Corridor: The former
Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia – Albania
CVIII Road
Interconnection,
Bukojčani – Kičevo
Subsection

EBRD 20,248,000 105,050,000

Positive

8 WB-IG03-BIH-ENV-03

ENV

BIH

Bosnia and
EBRD (2,156,760) 15,800,125 Positive /
Herzegovina, Gradačac
on hold
Water Supply Project

9 WB-IG02-BIH-TRA-06

TRA

BIH

Mediterranean
Corridor: Bosnia and
Herzegovina – Croatia
CVc Road
Interconnection,
Tarčin – Ivan
Subsection I

EIB

EIB

12,049,600 58,700,000

Positive
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# Grant code

Sector Country Title

IFI

Grant
Investment Conclusion
amount (€) Leveraged
(€)

10 WB-IG02-BIH-TRA-07

TRA

BIH

Mediterranean
EBRD 11,755,600 48,620,000
Corridor: Bosnia and
Herzegovina – Croatia
CVc Road
Interconnection,
Tarčin – Ivan
Subsection II

Positive

11 WB-IG03-BIH-TRA-06

TRA

BIH

Mediterranean
EBRD 9,016,323
Corridor: Bosnia and
Herzegovina – Croatia
CVc Road
Interconnection, Buna
– Počitelj Subsection

44,649,140

Positive

12 WB-IG03-ALB-TRA-01

TRA

ALB

Reconstruction of
Durrës Port,

EBRD 27,672,000 62,450,000

Positive

Quays 1 & 2
Total TRA Positive 183,084,123 795,524,140
Total ENV Positive (Gradacac excluding) 7,737,693

27,398,692

GRAND TOTAL 190,821,816 822,922,832

The INV grant application WB-IG03-BIH-ENV-03, the Gradacac Water Supply Project was screened and
assessed positively and is put on “hold” subject to Bosnia and Herzegovina presenting a Single Sector
Project Pipeline in the ENV sector and the ENV sector included in the Single Project Pipeline and
subject to confirmation of the same by the local EUD, following this a written procedure can be
launched.
The 19th WBIF SC approved the revised grant amounts for the above listed projects of INV Round 03
over a total grant contribution of € 190,821,816 of which € 183,084,123 will be COM contributions to
the EWBJF and are reserved for connectivity agenda projects. From the Bilateral Donor contributions
the two ENV projects will be co-financed, for a fund contribution of € 7,737,693
In addition the 19th WBIF SC took note of the confirmation from 02 July 2018, of WBIF Written
Procedure Nr. WBIFWP: 019_14/06/18, of three projects in Bosina and Herzegovina that were on
hold for a total amount of € 47,081,640 (see below).
The three concerned INV Projects in Bosnia and Herzegovina, approved by the above mentioned
WBIFWP_019_14/06/18 are listed in the below:
 WB-IG01-BIH-TRA-01a: Corridor Vc, “Construction of the Motorway section “Zenica sjever
(north) – Žepče jug (south)”, Subsection 4: Ponirak – Donja Gračanica PART I: Ponirak – Vraca
(exit of Tunnel Zenica) - LOT 1a; grant total: € 19.442.000.
 WB-IG01-BIH-TRA-01b: Corridor Vc, “Construction of Motorway section “Zenica sjever (north)
–Žepče jug (south)”, Subsection Ponirak – Donja Gračanica, PART II Exit Tunnel Zenica – Donja
Gračanica (entrance to Tunnel Pečuj), grant total: € 12.360.040; and

12



WB-IG01-BIH-TRA-03: Corridor Vc, Construction of the motorway section between the
Interchange Johovac (Tovira) and the Interchange Rudanka (Kostajnica), grant total €
15.279.600.

Project Financiers Group Operational Issues
Connectivity Initiatives in Western Balkans
DG MOVE (Mr. Alain Baron) presented the priorities to improve connectivity in the WBs as a mix of
infrastructure development and transport sector reforms. Today, the focus is on financing large scale
projects, in the future more emphasis will be put on horizontal measures and small scale high value
projects and actions. These include: (i) road safety improvement, with the main objective to reduce
road fatalities by 50% by 2030; (ii) border crossing, with 32 key border crossing points within the WBs
and the EU identified for improvement and (iii) a regional rail strategy aiming for a regional rail
market, providing legal certainty to rail investors. The Transport Community Secretariat (TCS) will be
based in Belgrade, SEETO’s mandate will be terminated at the end of 2018, and the TCS will be fully
operational in 2019.
Eligibility criteria for TA Round 21:
DG NEAR (Mr. Wolfgang Schläger) proposed the eligibility criteria for TA Round 21. In response to
the low overall amount of ENE applications in the past rounds, the following eligibility criteria were
discussed at the 26th PFG and are proposed by the PFG to the 19th WBIF SC for adoption:
 Allow new projects / applications in DII, SOC, ENE and ENV sectors;
 Limitation of TRA to regional dimension or unblocking of existing projects (no new projects),
and TRA must relate to the core network.
DG MOVE (Mr. Alain Baron) clarified (regarding the indicative core network extension) that projects
located on Rail Corridor VIII might exceptionally be eligible for TA. More details on the potential
inclusion of the comprehensive network will be provided early in 2019.
The 19th WBIF SC adopted the eligibility criteria for TA Round 21: new projects are invited in the DII,
ENE, ENV and SOC sectors; TRA sector applications must have a clear regional dimension or unblock
an existing project, in addition, TRA sector projects must be on the Core Network; projects on Rail
Corridor VIII Comprehensive Network will exceptionally be eligible. The WBIF SC also took note of the
review and upcoming clarification by DG MOVE regarding the “Core Network” criteria for TRA early in
2019.
Update: INV Round 04
DG NEAR (Mr. Wolfgang Schläger) updated participants on the state of play of INV Round 04. This
round was launched at the 18th SC meeting in June 2018, in Paris. Following the submission deadline
(30 November), 24 INV GAFs were submitted and are now in endorsement stage. The current total
grant request is €598.9 million, as follows: ENE 2 GAFs for €26.1m; ENV 7 GAFs for €20.8m; TRA 15
GAFs for €552m; from the following beneficiaries: ALB 1, BIH 13, KOS 2, MKD 3, MNE 2, SRB 3. The
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overall connectivity relevant grant request is €578.1 million. DG NEAR looks forward to receiving high
quality and high priority GAFs.
Dates for 2019
DG NEAR (Mr. Wolfgang Schläger) presented participants with the preliminary dates for 2019.
The dates for 21st Round for TA are:
• Pre-notification deadline
15 Feb 2019
• Submission deadline
01 Mar
• IFI endorsement
07 March
• Screening until
24 March
• 1st PG meeting (Brussels)
04 April
• Assessment until
10 May
• 2nd PG (Tirana)
22 May
• 27th PFG (Tirana)
22 – 23 May
• Seminar/workshop (Tirana)
24 May (morning)
• 20th WBIF SC (Berlin)
25 - 26 June
Dates for the INV Round 4:
• IFI endorsement
31 Jan 2019
• Screening until
24 March
st
• 1 PG meeting (Brussels)
04 April
• Assessment until
10 May
nd
th
• 2 PG and 27 PFG (Tirana)
22 – 23 May
th
st
• 20 and 21 WBIF SC
25 – 26 June (Berlin) / December (London)
• WB6 summit in Poznan, Poland
04 – 05 July
AOB
Written procedures
The 19th WBIF SC meeting takes note of the following written procedures issued since the last WBIF
SC meeting:
No.

Title

Topic

1

WBIFWP:018_05/06/18

Written Procedure concerning the change / increase of budget
of the grant WB11-KOS-TRA-02 “Preliminary Design Pristina Merdare motorway

2

WBIFWP: 019_14/06/18

WBIF Secretariat Written Procedure concerning the
amendments to the 3 INV GAFs for Bosnia and Herzegovina

3

WBIFWP: 020_19/09/18

WBIF Communication and Visibility Guidelines

End of MoM.
Attachments: EIB Speeches (separate document)
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