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··sector summary
Social policy development and reform are
priorities in the region. Efforts focus on education, healthcare and pension systems,
poverty reduction, social inclusion and
improvements of the social safety net.
Accompanying infrastructure measures
include construction and modernisation
of social housing, education, healthcare
and judicial facilities. Progress in this sector is a vital component of the Western Balkans’ efforts to align with the Europe 2020
strategy, particularly through the South
East Europe (SEE) 2020 strategy. The SEE
2020 strategy reflects the determination
of South East European governments to
embrace the policies required to attain the
levels of socio-economic growth necessary
to ensure citizens’ prosperity and facilitate
integration into the EU.

··wbif priorities and actions
Projects in the social sector account for
17% of the WBIF portfolio. The sector has
been allocated 45 grants for a total of €41.9
million that support 25 projects with an
estimated value of €3.1 billion. These include preparatory work and studies related
to investments (feasibility studies, design,
impact assessments, etc.), co-financing,
strategic studies for the construction and
modernisation of education, research and
cultural establishments, healthcare and judicial facilities, as well as social housing
and municipal and rural infrastructure.

··Distribution by Beneficiary

Achieved results:
• Healthcare and treatment facilities
for 1.8 million people;
• Better schools for 96,600 pupils;
• A dignified life in prison and
rehabilitation opportunities in
line with EU standards for 1,250
detainees.

• Healthcare and treatment facilities
for 5.8 million people;
• Better schools for 150,000 pupils;
• Social housing solutions for at least
8,200 people;
• Basic infrastructure for 35,000
people in rural areas;
• Prison facilities in line with
European standards for 3,000
detainees.
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Expected results:

PROJECTS

Nº of grants

WBIF technical assistance grants have
supported the finalisation of the feasibility study, preliminary and detailed designs, tender documents and waste management plan for the Medical Campus, as
well as the ongoing work on the technical
documentation for auxiliary facilities and
utilities.

WBIF grants

€2m (TA)

Signed loan

€100m (EIB)

The direct beneficiaries of the project
are 3,500 students, patients, healthcare professionals and the employees
of these facilities. They will all benefit
from state-of-the-art medical education
and research facilities, higher quality
and safer healthcare services, as well
as better and more secure working
conditions.
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tre and is expected to attain regional and
international recognition for the Medical
Faculty in Banja Luka.

€126.5m
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The University Hospital Clinical Centre
Paprikovac has been operating since
the early 1980s and, notwithstanding
limited resources, it has become a
well-respected institution in the region.
Under this project, the Clinical Centre is
extended to a medical campus, which
will include a new Medical Faculty,
healthcare education and research facilities as well as training facilities for
nurses. It will lead to the development
of a competitive medical research cen-

Estimated total
project cost

0.8

4.9

Modernisation of Kragujevac
and Pančevo Prison Facilities
in Serbia
Distribution by subsector (€m)
Justice

13.8

Education

13.6

Healthcare

7.9

Social housing

2.7

Culture & sports

2.5

Municipal/rural infrastructure

1.4

The Serbian penal system includes 29
prisons holding over 8,500 prisoners. It
is confronted with many problems after
years of underinvestment and outdated
legislation. The prison population rate
in Serbia is high compared to other
countries in the region, which has led
to overcrowding and increased costs.

This project concerns the construction
and endowment of two new prison facilities with a total capacity of 900 inmates in
Pančevo and Kragujevac. These are built
according to European Prison Rules and
will, therefore, provide accommodation
with two prisoners per cell and space for
socialising, eliminate conditions which
infringe on prisoners’ human rights and
allow prisoners to engage in work activities and vocational training.
Technical assistance funded by the WBIF
has overseen the elaboration of the feasi-

bility report and operational plans for
each prison. The latest WBIF grant was
approved in December 2014 to defray
the costs associated with works supervision. The project is now at construction
stage, with Pančevo Prison already commissioned in October 2018.
Estimated total
project cost

€65.2m

WBIF grants

€2.9m (TA)

Signed loans

€35m (CEB)

Expected
completion

June 2021

